Research Syllabus 2015-2016


Mrs. Derousie blderousie@oneclay.net
SAFETY FIRST!

This class includes a laboratory component.  You will be required to have a signed Student Safety Contract on file.  Improper behavior and/or disregard for safety procedures will result in dismissal from the laboratory and a discipline referral written (safety violation).

Class Rules: All school rules apply (pay particular attention to the RHS 5 “Absolutes”). 

1. Do not do anything that endangers the health and safety of yourself or others.

(ex. not following lab protocols, not using equipment properly, adjusting gas lines, etc.)

2. Do not do anything that can interfere with the education of yourself or others.

(ex. cheating (copying homework or test answers), not coming prepared to class, disrupting class, etc.)

	Grades  

90-100 (A)

  80-89 (B)

  70-79 (C)

  60-69 (D)

    0-59 (F)
	Bonus Opportunities: 

(2nd Q) RHS Science Fair; Placing 1st -3rd  

(3rd Q) Clay County Science; Fair Placing 1st -3rd  

(3rd Q) State Science Fair; Placing 1st -3rd  

(4th Q) International Science Fair; Placing 1st -3rd  

Dupont Challenge, Moving on to the 2nd Tier 

Google Science Fair, Moving on to the 2nd Tier 


Course Materials:  

· 3-ring (1-2”) Binder to keep handouts, classroom notes, data, etc.
· Composition Notebook to monitor project progress

Classroom Procedures

International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF) Forms:  will be assigned almost weekly.  There are no grades directly associated with the completion of these forms; however, they are required in order to progress to the next stage of project design. Failure to properly complete ISEF forms will disqualify students from moving on to the Science Fair Bonus point Tract. 
Graded Items for Developing Research Skills:  Deadlines for these items are exactly 1 week from the official assigned date; unless noted otherwise. Ex. Item given in class Monday, deadline is the end of class the following Monday.
Handouts: Worksheets that guide students through the research process
Laboratory Activities 30pts each: Activities to develop hands-on research skills/techniques
Background Paper (50pts): Students will complete a research paper for the 1st half of 2nd Quarter. Submited to Turnitin.com
Experimental/Engineering Paper(50pts): Students will complete an procedural/data-analysis paper for the2nd half of 2nd Quarter. Submited to Turnitin.com

Symposium (100pts): Students will present their findings to the class.  
Note: ALL work may be turned in ahead of time for pre-grading.  If the student does not like the pre-grade they may make any necessary corrections up until the due date/time; therefore, 100% should be possible for most assignments.   

After School Tutoring: See “Tutoring” Page on the class website (link below)
Students are required to bring notes, completed/attempted class work to receive tutoring.

Online Resource:  http://thederousieclass.weebly.com 

Feel free to use this website to keep updated on assignments, calendars, and classroom procedures.

MONDAYS, 1st SEMESTER 2015 
	Wk
	Location 
	Class Topics 
	Graded Item
	DEADLINES

	
	
	1st Quarter 
	
	

	1
	Classroom 
	Research introduced as a component of class

	2
	Classroom
	Introduce Research Unit, and the Scientific Method Notes

	3
	Classroom
	Choosing a Project Topic & Brainstorming Session
	How to Form a Hypothesis 
(Appendix A)
	Class Topic Chosen…consider choosing among the Dupont Challenge themes.
Workable ideas( science fair

Beyond skills finances of students, submit to dupont award

	4
	Classroom
	Initial Project Proposals
	
	Appendix A-End of class

	5
	NO SCHOOL
	NO SCHOOL Labor Day Monday
	
	

	6
	Classroom
	Final Project Proposals
	Measurements & Calculations 
(Appendix C)
	

	7
	Computer Lab 
	Project Team Recruitment Deadline 

Google.doc demo

Naming Activity 
	
	Appendix C-End of class

	8
	Classroom
	How to Write Procedures  (Discuss Research Plan)
	
	

	9
	Classroom
	How to Write Procedures cont. (Discuss Adult Sponsor)
	
	Category Selection

	
	
	2nd Quarter
	
	

	10
	Classroom
	Scientific Method Review
	Applying Scientific Methods (Lab Skills #2)
	Research Plan (ISEF Form 1A)

	11
	Computer Lab
	Rules Wizard 
	Science & Technology

(Appendix E)
	Checklist for Adult Sponsor (ISEF Form 1)
Lab Skills #2-End of Class

	12
	Classroom
	Complete Appendix E
	
	Special Forms (ISEF Forms 2-7)
Appendix E-End of class

	13
	Classroom
	Receive Approval Form (1B)
Discussion: How to write conclusions vs Discussions
	
	

	14
	Classroom
	Turnitin.com Instructions 
Presenting Data Intro
	Presenting Data (Appendix B)
	Background Rough draft (optional) (paper or digital) NOT A turnitin.com submission.

	15
	Computer Lab 
	Turnitin.com submissions

	
	Background Paper to turnitin.com-in class
Appendix B-End of class

	
	THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

	16
	
	Board Requirements 
Symposium( Fair Differences 
	
	Experimental/Engineering Paper – Submitted to turnitin.com Evening Deadline

	17

All Week 
	Classroom

All Week
	THE DEROUSIE RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

-peer-evaluations, peer pre-grading, Final Project Grade
	Qualified Scientist (Form 1C)-completed by qualified scientist 

ABSTRACT

	18
	Classroom
	Support Team Break-out groups for Science Fair Preparations 


Please keep this syllabus in your textbook as a reference
MONDAYS , 2nd  SEMESTER 2015

	Wk
	Location 
	Class Topics 
	Graded Item
	DEADLINES

	
	
	3rd Quarter 
	
	

	1
	Classroom 
	Flexible week for RHS Science Fair Prep. Biology (Journey of Man) Chemistry (other)

	2
	Media Center
	Monday: Science Fair Prep, attend fair later in week 

	3
	NO SCHOOL
	Martin Luther King Jr Day

	4
	Classroom
	Clay County Fair Prep
	
	

	5
	Classroom
	Clay County Fair Prep
	
	

	6
	Classroom
	Clay County Fair Prep or State Prep (Pending County dates)
	
	

	7
	NO SCHOOL
	Presidents’ Day 

	8
	
	State Fair Prep
	
	

	9
	
	State Fair Prep
	
	

	10
	
	State Fair Prep
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	

	
	SPRING HOLIDAY

	
	
	4th Quarter
	
	

	12
	NO SCHOOL
	Easter Monday

	13
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	

	18
	

	19
	
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	

	21
	NO SCHOOL
	Memorial Day


